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Opening session

CODART 17 Congress, visitor from Omsk

Since 1999, SCI supported and participated in the events of the organization of 
Curators of Dutch and Flemish Art: CODART. SCI contributed especially with 
contacts of museums curators and the publication ‘Dutch and Flemish art in 
Russia’. 
CODART is of great importance as a platform and network for curators of 
museums worldwide with collections of Dutch and Flemish art. 
This year the CODART 17 Congress took place from 16-18 March in the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. 
The Congress theme: “Presenting our Collections: Ideals, Ideas and Practice”.
For Anna Chernyevskaya, head of collections of the M.A. Vrubel Museum in 
Omsk it was the first time to address a CODART meeting. She represented 
ten Siberian Museums with Dutch and Flemish collection. Next to the official 
program SCI arranged a much appreciated side program including visits to the 
Van Gogh Museum, Begijnhof and the Amsterdam Museum. 
Financed by: CODART, M.A. Vrubel Museum Omsk and SCI, Foundation for 
Cultural Inventory.

DutchCulture Visitors Program

Visitors from different parts of the cultural range can 
apply at DutchCulture to visit their Dutch counterparts. 
From 24-28 March visited Yuri Trofimov, director of 
the M.A. Vrubel Museum, Omsk and Yulian Khalturin, 
senior advisor at the State Institute for Restoration in 
Moscow, GosNIIR, together with Mrs Mahirta, Head of the 
Archaeology Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, 
University Gadjah Mada from Indonesia. The program 
specially designed for the interests of the visitors included 
a week of travelling to; the Cultural Heritage Agency of 
the Netherlands (RCE) Amersfoort, Atelier Building of the 
Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, Stichting Restauratie Atelier 
Limburg (SRAL) Maastricht, the Netherlands Institute for 
Art History (RKD) The Hague, Museum The Lakenhal, 
Leiden, Tropenmuseum and the Reinwardt Academy in 
Amsterdam. The visit resulted in further cooperation in the 
field of research and restoration in Indonesia and Russia. 
Financed by: DutchCulture, SCI, Foundation for Cultural Inventory, GosNIIR, 
State Institute for Restoration, Moscow, M.A. Vrubel Museum, Omsk.

Paper Restoration and Van Eyck’s Drawing in Pushkin 
Museum, Moscow

From 17-18 April the Pushkin Museum in Moscow hosted a seminar about 
paper restoration, organized by the Foundation for Cultural Inventory (SCI) 
and the Cultural Heritage Agency (RCE). The head of the department for paper 
restoration Marina Frolova - to confuse us the group of paper restorers in the 
Pushkin Museum has three Marina’s out of five restorers - asked for a seminar 
with emphasis on corrosion of ink in drawings, documents and letters. Birgit 
Reissland, senior specialist at RCE, started her first lecture on the research 

of a recently discovered unique gold pencil drawing by Jan van Eyck or 
his studio. She teamed up with Arie Wallart from the Rijks Museum 
Amsterdam for the art historical 
research as Birgit did the technical 
research. 
The twenty participants in this course 
came from ten different museums, 
archives and libraries in the Moscow 
Region. They all decided that two days 
was to short and asked for a follow up 
in the future. 
Financed by: Pushkin Museum, Dutch 
Embassy Moscow, RCE, Cultural 
Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, and 
Foundation for Cultural Inventory, SCI.

Astrakhan: Meeting Museums, 
Inventory Dutch and Flemish Art

A three-day visit, 17-21 May, by invitation of the vice-governor Konstantin 
Markelov, who wishes to enhance cultural relations between The Netherlands 
and Astrakhan, accepted by our Foundation in order to make an inventory 
of Dutch and Flemish art in the city. Besides visits to the museum and the 
recently renovated Kremlin, the Dutch influence in Astrakhan became apparent 
during our meeting with art historians and museum curators. Historian 
I.V. Toropitsin pointed out the centuries-long trade relations between the 
Netherlands and Persia with Astrakhan as staple. Travellers and diplomats have 
frequently stressed the importance of these trade relations. According to the 
customs logs the merchandise consisted, among others, of weapons, cheese 
and rather frequently of printed and/or blank paper. 
SCI transferred this interesting information to the research group at the 

University of Amsterdam that specializes in research on Dutch 
artists travelling through to the Persian Court and to the trading 
post of the VOC in India and Batavia. 
The vice-governor expressed his interest in our future visits to 
countries around the Caspian Sea with Dutch and Flemish art in 
their museums. Astrakhan has holdings with several interesting 
books; twenty etches from different periods and the complete 
book by Phillip Franz von Siebold consisting of the yearly journey 
by the Dutch Ambassador to Edo, the seat of the Japanese Shogun, 
to offer the gifts of the VOC. 
The Astrakhan Museum of Fine Art will contact the Japan 
museum Sieboldhuis in Leiden about their treasure. 
Financed by: Ministry of Culture of the Region Astrakhan, Foundation 
for Cultural Inventory, SCI. 

Master Class Omsk, focussing on painted panels

31 May-7 June. Entitled ‘The Preservation of Cultural Heritage. The Scientific 
Study and Restoration of 17th-19th Century Dutch and Flemish Painting.’

2014 was the second year that SCI worked with ten Siberian 
museums to organize a week of lectures and workshops in the 
M.A. Vrubel Museum of Fine Arts in Omsk. Each year offers a 
different subject to focus on. In 2013, the focus in the lectures and 
workshops was art historical research and restoration of paintings on 
canvas. In 2014, the theme was panel paintings: influence of climate 
on decorated panels and how to make a climate chest, the value of 
technical and art historical research in the attribution and origin of 
paintings.
The Moscow based State Research Institute for Restoration and art 
historical research, GosNIIR, participated this year in the Master 
Class and added thus their knowledge and nation wide experience on 

a national level to the lectures and workshops. 
The Siberian Museums with a Dutch and Flemish collection are: 
M.A. Vrubel Museum of Fine Art: V.M. Vasnetsov Museum, Yekaterinenburg; 
Regional Museum of Fine Arts, Sverdlovsk; Regional Museum of Fine Arts, 
Tomsk, State Gallery of Fine Arts, Perm, State Paintings Gallery, Vladivostok; 
Museum of Fine Arts W.I. Surikov, Krasnoyarsk; Museum of Fine Arts Irkutsk 
and the State Museum of Fine Arts, Nizhny Novgorod.   
Partners in Russia that support this multi-year project are: the Ministry of 
Culture of the Russian Federation (RF), the State Research Institute for 
Restoration (GosNIIR), the Ministry of Culture of the Omsk Region, the M.A. 
Vrubel Museum of Fine Arts, Omsk.
Dutch participants are: Foundation 
for Cultural Inventory,(SCI), 
Stichting Restauratie Atelier 
Limburg (SRAL), Maastricht, the 
Cultural Heritage Agency of the 
Netherlands, Ministry of Education, 
Culture and Science (OCW), Dutch 
Embassy in Moscow.

The lectures of the participants will 
be combined in an English/Russian 
publication that will be presented in 
Moscow in 2015.

Financing: Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation, Ministry of Culture of the 
Omsk Region, the State Research Institute for Restoration (GosNIIR), the Cultural 
Heritage Agency of the Netherlands (RCE) and the Dutch Embassy Moscow.  

DutchCulture visitors program, delegation from Moscow

September 5, DutchCulture, Reinwardt Academy. A delegation from the 
city of Moscow visited the Netherlands with the intention to learn how 
new constructions in historic buildings are integrated and protected in the 
Netherlands. A spectacular example is the building of the Dutch parliament, the 
Tweede Kamer by architect Pi de Bruijn. An archaeological example in Moscow 
is the investigation and possible repair of the Lefortovo Park, the garden that 
doctor Nicolas Bidloo had built in 1722-1723 on the orders of Tsar Peter the 
Great in the north-east of the city. Lia Gorter gave a presentation on behalf of 
SCI on identifying, documenting and investigating Dutch and Flemish movable 
heritage in Moscow and in the Russian Federation. 
Financing: City of Moscow and DutchCulture.

CODART focus, Budapest, exhibition Rembrandt and the 
Golden Age

26-27 October. The opening of the exhibition ‘Rembrandt and the Golden Age’ 
in the Szépmüvészeti Múzeum in Budapest was the focus of the CODART 
members. Ildikó Ember, outgoing chief curator of the museum gave a lecture 
about the composition and history of the collection and of the exhibition with 
178 works gathered from private collections and museums, plus highlights 
from the more than 500 works depicting their own collection of Dutch art of 
the seventeenth Century. This made not only an exhibition on Rembrandt and 
the Golden Age, but rather a summary of highlights from the entire Golden Age. 
Ildikó’s successor, Julia Tátrai, gave a lecture on the origins of the collection 
that stems largely from the period when Archduke Leopold Wilhelm of Austria 

(1614-1662) who was governor of the Habsburg Netherlands. 
Worthy to mention is the Beautiful catalogue published alongside 
the exhibition. 
After the pre-view of the exhibition, the Dutch Ambassador in 
Hungary, Gaius Scheltema, knighted Ildikó Ember with the Order 
of Orange-Nassau for her work in the service of Dutch art. 
Financing: Foundation for Cultural Inventory (SCI).

Baku, Azerbaijan, inventory of the collection of 
Dutch and Flemish Art

13-17 December. By invitation of the Ministry of Culture of 
Azerbaijan, Jan Hesseling and Lia Gorter, members of the board 
of SCI visited Baku. Purpose of this mission was to identify the 

Dutch and Flemish art collection in the National Museum of Fine Arts in Baku. 
The museum provided us with a list of works in the collection before we went 
to the country. New photographs were made of the entire collection Dutch 
and Flemish art in the museum. The State Secretary of Culture has agreed to 
come up with a plan to clean the paintings and do art historical research on 
the current attributions, mostly dating from around 1900. The main building 
of the museum is being renovated and will be reopened in 2016. Our proposal 
is to clean the paintings and make them presentable for the reopening of the 
museum building in one or two exhibition halls with Dutch and Flemish art.  
Financing: Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan. 

Entries Database Netherlands Institute for Art History, RKD

A long-term project is the entry of the collections of Dutch and Flemish art that 
SCI has inventoried in museums abroad. The database of the RKD 
now also has an English component, so it is possible to enter the data 
of SCI in that language. The Dutch and Flemish paintings from the 
collection of the State Museum of Fine Arts Nizhny Novgorod are fully 
implemented. The collection of paintings of the Pushkin Museum in 
Moscow and the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes in Havana, although 
not yet completed, has been supplemented. Financing: K F Hein fonds.


