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Conference: Common Cultural Heritage
12 to 14 March State Museum Estate Kuskovo, 
Moscow
In the summer of 2011, SCI was approached by 
the Foundation for the Renaissance of the Russian 
Estate to organize a conference with Russian 
and Dutch experts in the field of restoration, 
cooperation and attribution of Dutch and Flemish 
masters. An important theme of the conference 
would be the digitization of paintings, with which 
collections can be accessed through the internet 
and both scientific research and the exchange of 
knowledge can be improved.
In consultation with the Cultural Heritage Agency 
of the Netherlands , SCI prepared a program and 
invited several Dutch experts to participate: Em. 
Prof. Anne of Grevenstein, restoration and re-lining 
of paintings; Dr. Bart Ankersmit, senior researcher, 
Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, 
damage control in museums; Floris Guntenaar, 
CulturalHeritage.cc, the digitization of museum 
collections; Drs Bernard Vermet, Foundation for 
Cultural Inventory, art history, internet research, 
Lia Gorter, Foundation for Cultural Inventory, 
organization.

The representatives  of the 28 participating 
Russian regional museums had written down their 
questions and research, so the Dutch delegation 
had time to prepare. During this conference, the 
basis was laid for intense cooperation, further 
research with the Dutch specialists and between 
the Russian museums themselves. The result of 
this includes a joint exhibition of the Dutch and 
Flemish collections of six Siberian museums. 
The 26 conference papers have appeared in a 
Russian publication with English summaries. 

The Foundation for Cultural Inventory 
(SCI), has met her goals in 2012 by making 
preparations for the exhibition ‘Marius Bauer (1867 
– 1932) Dutch Orientalist Back in Russia’ within 
the framework of the Netherlands-Russia Year 
2013, by organizing the International scientific 
conference at the estate Kuskovo, Moscow and by 
the realization of a study tour with the purpose of 
discovering the possibilities of an exhibition with 
Dutch masterpieces in Russian regional museums 
and various publications. 

SCI receives no structural subsidy from the 
government and is therefore dependent on 
donations and contributions of funds and financial 
contributions of the Friends of the Foundation. SCI 
can not exist without its volunteers and the Friends 
of the Foundation. The Board of SCI thanks the 
volunteers and Friends of the Foundation for their 
active contributions in the past year.

The Board expects that in 2013 SCI will be able to 
receive sufficient funding for the usual activities. 
SCI sufficient funding Given the limited (financial) 
power of SCI, the Foundation will only commit to 
projects (i) that meet the objective of SCI, (ii) for 
which sufficient funding can be obtained and (iii) 
for which SCI can deliver the required quality.
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Common Cultural Heritage
12-14 March 2012 State Museum Estate

Kuskovo, Moscow

In collaboration with:

Foundation for the Renaissance of the Russian Estate, 

Moscow

Association of Museum staff Russia, AMR, Tula

National Office for Cultural Heritage, RCE, Amersfoort

CulturalHeritage.cc

Foundation for Cultural Inventory, Amsterdam

Dutch Embassy Moscow

Funding: Wilhelmina E. Jansen Fonds, Cultural Heritage Agency 

of the Netherlands, Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation, 

Dutch Embassy Moscow

The initiators of the conference on the estate Koeskovo in 

Moscow, Vissarion I. Alyavdin, president of the Foundation for 

the Renaissance of the Russian Estate and Thymen Kouwenaar, 

Counsellor in Moscow and winner of the RusPrix Award. This 

award is recognition for his role in the development of Russian-

Dutch cultural cooperation.

Exhibition Catalogue of the Dutch Collection 
from the private collector Sergei Grigoryants 
in the State Historical, Architectural, Art and 
Landscape Museum Tsaritsino, Moscow.
The private Russian collector Sergei Grigoryants 
has a large collection of artefacts from different 
periods. The most important objects, such as a 
panel with the ‘Annunciation’ and ‘Mary with the 
Holy Spirit’ by Fra Angelico, are located in the 
Italian and Russian parts of the collection.

The Dutch and Flemish part of the collection 
includes art by Dirck van Santvoort, whose work, 
as a contemporary of Rembrandt, was frequently 
attributed to this master in the 19th century 
(R. E. O. Ekkart, B. M. Vermet). Other attributions, 
like the impressive painting ‘View of Wesel’ was 
attributed by Friedländer to Jan van Goyen in 
1908, but has now been attributed to Anthonie 
van der Croos. Adam Willaerts, Jacob the Wit, 
Jaques d’Artois and Egbert van Heemskerck are 
represented in this small collection. 
Research: Bernard Vermet, Foundation for Cultural 
Inventory

Funding: Dutch Embassy Moscow

Coffee break during the conference.

Catalogus Russian-Holland



Feasibility study exhibition:
Dutch Masters from Russian Regional Museums 
2013 in Leiden
From 18 to 22 December 2011, Bernard Vermet 
and Lia Gorter were in Moscow to investigate 
the ability for the organization of an exhibition 
of paintings from Russian regional museums. 
This initiative was taken in the framework of 
the bilateral Friendship Year 2013 between the 
Russian Federation and the Netherlands. The first 
explorations were positive.
The Lakenhal Museum is approached by the 
Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation to 
come to an exhibition of Dutch masters of Russian 
regional museums.
To this end, Christiaan Vogelaar (The Lakenhal 
Museum) and Lia Gorter (SCI) made a journey   in 
the Russian Federation and visited 23 museums 
from May 28 to June 23, 2012. The Lakenhal 
Museum has made   a proposal for an exhibition of 
Russian collectors, who proposed further research 
into the history of collecting in Russia. Due to 
the uncertain funding from the Russian side, the 
exhibition unfortunately could not take place. 
During this trip a great amount of information 
on Dutch and Flemish art was collected , which 
certainly deserves further elaboration. At the same 
time, a number of Russian regional museums took 
the initiative to reassess their collections and study 
them again.

Funding: The Lakenhal Museum, Leiden

Upcoming exhibition:
Marius Bauer from May to September 2013 in the 
Museum for Oriental Art, Moscow
In May 2011, SCI was approached by the Bauer 
Documentation Foundation (BDS) and the Dutch 
Cultural Attaché in Moscow to participate in the 
creation of an exhibition of work by Marius Bauer 
in Moscow. The main subject for this were to 
be the watercolours, drawings and etches Bauer 
made from when he attended the crowning of 
Tsar Nicolas II in Moscow in 1896. Bauer had 
been appointed to attend these festivities as a 
correspondent for the magazine De Kroniek. 
His report in De Kroniek and his work were the 
starting point for this exhibition. Bauer was more 
than a drawing or etching chronicler of his time. 
The trips he made through North Africa, the 
Orient, India and Indonesia, gave him a great 
reputation as orientalist and documentalist. The 
work he did during and after traveling is the 
reason for the Museum for Oriental Art in Moscow 
to organize an exhibition in 2013, the Year of 
Friendship between the Netherlands and Russia. 
In April 2012, the Russian curator Evgenia Karlova 
visited Dutch private collectors of the work of 
Bauer.
Bernard Vermet (SCI) is the curator of the 
exhibition and author of the English-Russian 
catalogue of the exhibition. The Bauer 
Documentation Foundation is tasked with 
remaining in contact with the collectors. 
The exhibition will be held from May 27 to 
September 9, 2013.
After that, the exhibition will travel to the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan.

Financial support: Bauer Documentation Foundation, Ministry of 

Culture of the Russian Federation, Dutch Embassy in Moscow

Christiaan Vogelaar and Lia Gorter 

are looking at the collection Dutch 

and Flemish art in the depot of the 

M. A. Vrubel Museum in Omsk.



Visualisation of Cultural Heritage
SCI, which celebrated its 15th anniversary, has 
made inventories   in different continents: Asia, 
India, Kazakhstan, Central America, Cuba, 
Central Europe, Estonia, Latvia, Serbia and in the 
Russian Federation, the country where most Dutch 
and Flemish art is outside the Netherlands and 
Belgium. For this collection to be accessible to a 
wide audience, the website of SCI has insufficient 
international reach. The board of SCI has decided 
to collaborate with the Netherlands Institute for 
Art History, RKD,to make the collections accessible 
and to include them in the RKD databases.

Exhibition ‘Marius Bauer (1867 – 1932) Dutch Orientalist Back in Russia’ Museum for Oriental Art, Moscow.

From 2013 we are working on the accessibility of 
the collections. One obstacle was that the SCI files 
are imported in English while the RKD data are 
entered in Dutch. The RKD databases in 2013 will 
also have an English version which matching files 
and imports will be facilitated.

Funding: Prins Bernard Cultuurfonds, Gravin M.A.O.C van 

Bylandt Stichting, Dr Hendrik Muller’s Vaderlandsch Fonds, 

K.F. Hein fonds.

Logo RKD new database


